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tempore to your current role as State
Representative have impacted your
career as a public servant.

: [ grew up in a family of public servants,

so I learned about public service at the
dinner table. As an only child, [ accompanied
my parents to American Legion meetings,
civic and social activities in my hometown
of Houston, Texas. The Late Congressman
George “Mickey” Leland and I grew up in
the same neighborhood with one of the most
famous public servants, Barbara Jordan, as a
role model.

Moving to San Antonio after graduating
from Texas Southern University, I had no
intentions of getting involved in commu-
nity activities. However, 1 was convinced
to become active in the Bexar County
Democratic Party, and the rest is history.

1 decided to run for the San Antonio City
Council because the community thought the
councilperson at that time was unrespon-
sive to their needs. He attended only a few
community activities and did not commu-
nicate with his constituents. I ran on the
slogan “T'll Call You Back.”

After winning this election, I became
Mayor Pro Tempore and subsequently
won election to the Texas House of
Representatives. Being an elected official
has been quite a rewarding experience, as
it has allowed me be “the voice™ for those
who have no one to speak on their behalf,
The people that I represent desperately
need government services. Their daily lives
depend on the protection and services of
public safety officials; good roads and high-
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public in the aforementioned capacities.

: What have heen some of your
proudest accomplishments during
your time in the Legislature?

A The three specific accomplishments
that instantly come to mind begin w;tb
the creation of an Undergraduate M
Academy at Prairie View A&M
which provides students with a unique
educational curriculum designed to develop
and enhance their skills to allow themto
enter medical school. The second proud-
est accomplishment involves working
Representative Joe Straus to pass le
tion to allow the City of Winderest to an
a portion of the City of San Antonio in
my district, This amazing action bmught
RACKSPACE MANAGED HOSTING, a
multi-million dollar, high-tech economic
development project, to an economically
underserved area of the city. The third is
working to secure $6.1 million to build
Haven for Hope in San Antonio, which is a
detox/intervention public safety triage facil-
ity designed for our homeless population
and persons with mental illness or substance
abuse problems.

: What are some of the issues on
your legislative agenda for the
upcoming session?

: This is going to be an exciting legisla-

tive sessiorn, [ can already tell! We are
working on a broad variety of legislation,
some of which will have statewide impact
and some that is more local in nature. In
regards to health and education measures,
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we wﬂl have bills fc

1g retirement bene-
and school person-
vmng public school curriculum
K-12 to include age-appropriate
instruction designed to prepare students for

~ adult responsibilities and decision-making.

~ In regard to business and commerce, we

.are working on funding the state’s efforts

to relocate heavy rail away from urban

- areas; creating an economic development
district to boost Eastside San Antonio and

alleviate urban blight; establishing a depart-

~ment of motor vehicles separate from the
"-Bl.—'gamzanonai structure of the Department

of Transportation; and of course, follow-
ing through with bills to renew various
state agencies now undergoing the Sunset
review process (one of which is the Texas
Residential Construction Commission).

Those are just some of our projects, and
we are working on some criminal justice
measures and other local bills, and an
assortment of special issues.

: Serving in the House for over 10
nyears and sitting on many committees,
such as House Appropriations and State
Affairs, which one has been the most
influential for you?

: There is a toss-up between the Sunset
Advisory Commission and the House
Appropriations Committee. The first gives
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